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GREENFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, March 8, 2022 

Greenfield Department of Planning and Development 

Online via Webex 

Greenfield MA 01301 

 

The meeting was called to order by Travis Drury at 6:32 p.m. with the following members: 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Travis Drury (Chair) 

Rachel Lindsay (Vice Chair) 

Fletcher Harrington 

Christin McDonough 

Erika LaForme 

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Mitchell Vye (Agent) 

    Mayor Roxann Wedegartner 

    Jeff Squire (Berkshire Design Group) 

 

Note on Meeting Access in light of COVID-19 State of Emergency: 
 

Pursuant to Bill S.2475 Extending Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of 
Emergency, this meeting of the Greenfield Conservation Commission will be conducted via remote 

participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for 
remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend 
this meeting can be found below. Every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately 
access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do 
so, despite best efforts, we will post on the City of Greenfield website an audio or video recording, 
transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting. 

 
Should any technical interruption to the meeting occur and the meeting is suddenly ended, it will not 

be resumed and all items will be automatically continued to the next scheduled meeting date. Contact 
the Conservation Agent for more information 
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Administrative Matters 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from 2/22/2022 

Motion by Rachel Lindsay to approve the minutes from February 22, 2022 

Motion seconded by Christin McDonough  

The Commission agreed that either first or last names should be used consistently throughout the 

minutes 

Motion passes 4-0-1 (Fletcher abstaining) 

 

Schedule of Public Meetings & Hearings            

Motion by Travis Drury to postpone the discussion of the Request for Determination of Applicability at 

184 Shelburne Road until after the next agenda item 

Motion seconded by Rachel Lindsay 

Motion passes 4-0-1 (Fletcher abstaining) 

 

 Public Meeting: Request for Determination of Applicability: Proposed building addition, parking, 

and circulation revisions at 184 Shelburne Road; (Map: 45, Lot: 22) 

 
Jeff shared the updates to the plan to include invasive removal and native planting. The Stormwater 

Management Report has been provided to the Commission. The two drainage systems were separated and catch 

basins were relocated in the plan. Jeff argued that lowering impervious surfaces within 100 feet and complying 

with storm water standards keeps the project as an improvement. Christin pointed out that storm water volume 

would increase. Jeff believes they are complying which the standards, which are for managing attenuation and 

storm water quality. He states that the improvement is that some of the runoff is being brought through a new 

system to reduce flow near the stream. Jeff stated that he still doesn't see evidence that the area is a BLSF. 

Fletcher and Rachel shared photos from site visits showing tree stumps, the river, areas where expansion would 

occur, the fencing, and areas where invasive species would be removed. Christin believes there are 

opportunities for improvements, such as slope stabilization, garbage disposal, snow removal, and fence repair. 

Christin would like to be updated on the invasive species removal in the future. Fletcher had concerns about 

dumped materials like mulch past the fence that could end up washing down the river. Christin stated that she is 

uncomfortable with the RDA and believes that an NOI may be more suitable for this project because they can 

add an Order of Conditions. Travis agrees that an RDA is not the most suitable way to enforce ongoing 

conditions. Rachel believes the most impactful conditions would be preconstruction conditions and the others 

could be ongoing conditions made in good faith. Christin requested swapping out some of the plants with ones 

with more habitat value, which Jeff does not have an issue with. The following special conditions were set: 

 

1. Prior approval for invasive plant removal plan 
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2. Prior approval for a native planting plan 

3. Addition of 3-4 native trees in the invasive removal area  

4. Contain soils or landscaping material migrating to resource areas 

5. Snow should be stockpiled outside the first 100 feet of the riverfront area nearest to the stream. Conform 

to DEP snow disposal guidelines  

6. Addition of a garbage receptacle near the picnic table to prevent litter from entering the resource area. 

Manage trash in the resource areas within the property. 
 

Motion by Rachel Lindsay for a Negative Determination with conditions Type 2 

Motion seconded by Erika LaForme  

No further discussion  

Motion passes 4-0-1 (Fletcher abstaining) 

 

Other Business & Enforcement Updates           

 

 13 Acre Property at Stone Ridge Lane 

 

Mayor Wedegartner understands that the commission has interest in the property at stone ridge lane and 

wants to know the specifics on what is being proposed for it. Travis would like the land to be treated as 

conservation land and to be under the custody and control of the Conservation Commission. City council 

would have to vote to give the Conservation Commission the land. At the moment, the property could be 

sold. The land would have conservation land regulations if given to the Commission. It’s currently next to 

current conservation land. This would essentially extend the current conservation land. The mayor has no 

issues with the request, but she believes that the deed is very specific about this property and would need to 

look at the deed before making a decision. The mayor sees this as a wonderful way to protect this land. The 

mayor hopes to look at the deed and get back to the Conservation Commission before the next meeting. 

 

 The meeting agenda order has been altered slightly to match Greenfield’s city code. “Other Business” is 

now before “Enforcement Updates” and “Correspondence” has been added between “Project Monitoring” 

and “Site Visit Scheduling.” 

 

 Conservation Land Trail Mapping Project 

 

Fletcher can contribute to the conservation land mapping project if GPS points are needed. Travis thinks a 

PDF map of each conservation area would be sufficient for this project. Mitchell will share drafts once they 

are ready and will remind the Commission not to reply to other members when providing comments and 

feedback. Maps should indicate where trails connect and private land should be noted when it is connected 

to public trails. Adjacent conservation land properties should be combined onto one map. 

 

 Christin received notice that the governor extended the remote meetings through July 15. 
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 Fletcher shared his experience of being sworn in again. City council votes and then there is a 35 day waiting 

period. There is confusion due to the process being different for other conservation commission members, 

however. Term expiration dates should be added to the agenda as reminders to the Commission. 

 

Project Monitoring, Correspondence & Site Visit Scheduling         

 A site visit at the Griswold GTD Conservation Area is scheduled for April 2
nd

 at 9:30am. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:23 PM 

 

Motion made by Erika LaForme to adjourn the meeting 

Motion seconded by Rachel Lindsay 

No further discussion – 4-0-1 – Motion Carries (Fletcher abstaining) 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mitchell Vye,                                                                                  Travis Drury, 

Conservation Agent                                                                          Chair 


